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By MORRIS CUNNINGH^ 

WASHINGTON — Atty. Gen. Griffin 
Bell has no plans for negodidoos or deals 
with Jaiaes Earl Ray, who is sarring a 9^ 
year senteBee m TeBneaaec’i Bnuhy 
ligiMun prim for the 1969 murder in 
Mn^kis of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 

A Justice Departmem i|»ok«siBan 
WAIT countered reports suggesting Bell 
ii cooiidering trying to work out a deal 
wtdt Ray to get him to tell bow he got 
money and paiaports to finance his 
travglf before and after the Ring kiilmg. 

'*The attorney general said he’d like to 


interview Ray, or have some trusted aide 
do It, to try to find w how be got his 
money and passports/ the spokasosan 
said. **He didn't say he was fo4ag is at- 
tempt it” ^ r'C 


the deparcnmft was puttini 
'in ab^aace^ PjUtiing the 
Uapae aaowe to iaifitigMr flw 
don of the dvil lights toder. 

' The Horn te)idrr. atMledh|Lhkk^ 
and feuding, a pp ear e d to be back mtrmX 
Friday after Hauae Democratic 
Jim Wri^ of Tanas anncan ead im i|d 
approved a eamproinise offcrwd bf amli 



mambcrii>f ,thr 
mainarimM 
the committee's i 


Lack Of Authority, Attorney 
Keeping Ray Out of Reach 
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sources of Ray’s funds still remain a mys> 
lery today,” the repon said. 

The report speculated Ray may have 
been assisted by family members, docu- 
menting contacts he had with two broth- 
ers, and also noted the FBI believed Ray 
cot monex' fmm a< series of robberies 

Tw Jfekrsmafi said it was in 

co*^mennog epm ihd sipect ol the case 
Urt Be*, lo^d the group he'd like to inter- 
view Ray. 

The spokesman said, however, that Bell 
would have no more authority than the 
'U.sncc Department task force, which 
Med unsuccessfully to talk to Ray during 
Its nine montn study. 

Ray’s current attorney steadfastly has 
to any interview of his dient. 
»mh Ray wrote a long, rambling, 
•^usive etter to the House committee 
to appear and testify. But his 
attorney dismissed the latter as capricious 


and reasserted his objections. 

I The FBI visited Ray twice after his con- 
viction, on March 13, 1969, and again the 
following day. Agents reported Ray pro- 
dded no peninent information. 

The Justice Departmem spokesman said 
that because Ray is a prisoner of the State 
of Tennessee, the U.S. attorney generai 
would require the permissKm of state au- 
thonues to see Ray. 

If Beil wants to talk With Ray, Tennes- 
see’s chief legal officer doesn’t plan to 
offer any opposition. 

State Alty Gen. Brooks McLemorc, 
Tennessee's chief legal officer, said he 
hasn’t "got anything to say” about wheth- 
er Bell or anyone else could interviaw 
I^y, who is ser\'ing 99 years. 

’’He’s in the custody of the corrections 
department,” McLemore said of Ray. He 
added that an interview could take place 
if Ray were willing and the coirecrums 
department had no objection. 


Goocaiei. wbali lerMaiy IB vfikfpit 4 
n In Swi AMcmio, hm agrakd ^W 

A imaiority of the coamuttee’s 12 
meoibert wegM oat the deal and took it 
to Wright WPdnaaday. Speaker Thomas P. 
P*Ndll Jr. (]>llass.) alio reportedly was 
ionHulted. 

If the deal holds, the committee can 
tm lo the taik of trying to persuade the 
Ikwfe to commue hi life beyond the 
prioam March 31 cutoff date. many 
Hone members diatnrbed by the raoent 
auambiig. an extension could wail ba h» 
Jeopardy. 
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ahaai 30 or # raporten armtad by 
(MlfrerSlIeri^ Jr^ chief of tha Cbila^ 
i6m Sotee Washiiigcnn Mft 

SperiincjHMlod nmiiemaoti. Befl tm 

a gmt Wpmttm was at a ^ 



^Bdi wm liked about a 20t-pate report 
hp a Jusrica PefaurtnOBt taik force that 
m liw ed a c$a$. The rapon was reteaaed 
Ipi week. It canchided Ray killed King 

' IhilaotadMoaa 

A Tba ripart aritidaMl nvastigaton of 
tha KiiMI0tolit far nt baiag more dili- 
fant la tqriai to find out how Ray got 
mwey. for hia tuvdi. ’'Accordingly, the 
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